[image: image1.png]E Avon Wildlife Trust



YEARLY TASKS

1.0 Autumn Term 

	Habitat Area


	Action
	Who will do it?

	Ponds and wildlife
	Check pond water levels, top up if required, (until October)


	

	
	Clear two-thirds of pond vegetation 

(October - November)


	

	
	Clear out leaves/silt from pond


	

	
	Keep clear of ice from November onwards (smaller pond is more vulnerable)

	

	
	Keep dipping platform area free from weeds


	

	
	Check and prune any trees that develop branches overhanging the pond.

	

	Other Wildlife

	Remove weeds from log piles


	

	
	Add wood to log piles


	

	
	Check nesting boxes, repair and clean as necessary


	

	
	Provide food and water for birds
	

	
	Check for and pick up litter as necessary


	


EXPLANATORY NOTES
1. Autumn Term

1.1 POND

Check ponds water levels, top up if required

· The water levels in a pond will fluctuate due to seasonal weather changes. However, if the water level drops to below an acceptable level, such as after a prolonged period of dry weather (as with a hot summer), then additional water may need to be added so that the pond does not dry out completely. 

· The water level should be topped up with natural rainwater, rather than tap water, to avoid adding chlorinated water into the pond.. Rainwater can be collected in a water butt and transferred to the pond by hand, when needed. 
· If tap water is added into the pond, ideally it should be left for 24 hours, which can be done by leaving the water overnight in a container(s). Tap water is chlorinated and adding chemicals into a pond will alter the balance of the pond water and may cause an algal bloom, especially in warmer weather. Adding tap water into a pond directly from a hose, should only be done as a last resort and in small quantities at a time.
· Ponds can be topped up until October but over the autumn and winter months, should be left to refill naturally.

Clear 2/3rds of pond vegetation 

· The warm summer months often cause pond vegetation to grow in excess. If the vegetation is not kept in check, the plants can take over the pond and over a few years, the pond will turn into a marsh. A good pond habitat has a variety of pond plants, without one species taking over.

· Each year, two thirds of pond vegetation should be removed to provide space for it to grow the following year. Plant removal should be done in the autumn as the vegetation begins to die down. Depending on the extent of plant growth, plants can be pulled out by hand, or can be removed using a rake BUT if using a rake, great care needs to be taken not to puncture the liner of the pond. 

· Vegetation that is removed should be left on the side of the pond for 24 hours to allow time for creatures to move back into the water. It should then be removed from the site and composted. If the vegetation is not removed from the side of the pond, nutrients from the plants can seep back into the pond causing over enrichment of the water and algal blooms.

Clear out leaves 

· If the pond has overhanging or surrounding trees, leaf fall in autumn can cause problems with the balance of the water. If fallen leaves are left in the water, they will decompose and stagnate, causing over enrichment of the water and algal blooms. 

· Leaves should be removed from the water during autumn using a pond net or a hay rake. If leaves are causing a major problem, the consider preventing them from entering the water by pulling a large net over the pond to catch the leaves. However, the net should be removed in spring to allow amphibians such as frogs and newts to freely use the pond.

Keep clear of ice 

· When ponds ice over, there is a reduction in the oxygen content of the pond. To prevent the surface from freezing completely, a tennis ball can be floated on the water surface. Do not be tempted to pour boiling water into the pond to melt the ice or smash the ice, as this can have a negative impact on the balance of the pond in winter.

Keep dipping platform area free from weeds

· Weeds may grow in between the timber planks on the dipping platform and pond plants may grow up in front of the platform. To ensure that the platform can be used safely, weeds should be removed once a term, or as and when necessary. 

Keep access paths clear of vegetation 
· Overhanging trees and adjacent bushes should be pruned back to provide easy and safe access. Ground weeds encroaching onto the access path should be removed. 

Cut back excess growth of ivy, nettles and brambles

· Once a year, ivy, nettles and brambles in the  area should be cut to ground level using tools such as shears, loppers or secateurs. Although dense brambles can be beneficial to wildlife, in a small area, brambles would soon become rampant and take over if left to spread so cutting back is the best option.

· Cutting back should be done from October to February so that disturbance is kept to a minimum.
Remove unwanted plants (weeds)

· Remove weeds as and when necessary; they can easily swamp an area and choke out other plants that may be beneficial to wildlife. 

1.2 OTHER WILDLIFE 

Remove weeds from habitat piles
· Keep the log piles free of weeds so that they can be used as a resource to learn about minibeasts. Keep the immediate areas surrounding the habitat piles free of weeds and nettles to ensure good access.

Add wood to log piles 

· Autumn is a good time of year to add wood to the log piles, where it can decompose and create a good habitat for invertebrates (minibeasts). Most tree management, such as felling or thinning, is undertaken in the autumn and winter months, so if wood becomes available from trees in school or from a school contact, it can be added to the existing pile.
Litter

· Check for and pick up litter as is necessary. It’s important to check for litter all year round so that the wildlife areas are kept tidy and to minimise harm to wildlife. (See glossary for details)

Provide food and water for birds
· Food can be provided for birds by hanging feeders with unsalted nuts or wild birdseed around the school grounds. If food is provided, it should be a constant supply throughout the winter otherwise the birds lose vital energy visiting an empty ‘service station’. 

· In frosty weather, birds may find it difficult to source unfrozen water to drink. Water can be provided in a shallow container(s) located near to the food supply. Water should be kept topped up and kept free of ice. 
YEARLY TASKS

2. Spring Term 

	Habitat Area


	Action
	Who will do it?

	Ponds and wildlife
	Check pond water levels, top up if required (from March).


	

	
	Clear classroom gutters of leaves to aid water flow into pond.


	

	
	Keep clear of ice until frosts end 


	

	
	Do not disturb pond vegetation
	

	
	Keep dipping platform area free from weeds

	

	
	Keep access paths free from vegetation


	

	Other Wildlife

	Remove weeds from log piles


	

	
	Add wood to log piles


	

	
	Do not disturb nesting boxes


	

	
	Provide food and water for birds
	

	
	Check for and pick up litter as necessary


	


EXPLANATORY NOTES

2.0 Spring Term

2.1 POND

Check ponds water levels, top up if required

· The water levels in a pond will fluctuate due to seasonal weather changes. However, if the water level drops to below an acceptable level, such as after a prolonged period of dry weather (as with the summer of 2006!), then additional water may need to be added so that the pond does not dry out completely. 

· The water level should be topped up with natural rainwater, rather than tap water, to avoid adding chlorinated water into the pond. A drainpipe, which feeds rainwater into the pond from a nearby building can be used if suitable but the gutters will need to be clear of leaves for this to be effective. Rainwater can also be collected in a water butt and transferred to the pond by hand, when needed.

· If tap water is added into the pond, ideally it should be left for 24 hours, which can be done by leaving the water overnight in a container(s). Tap water is chlorinated and adding chemicals into a pond will alter the balance of the pond water and may cause an algal bloom, especially in warmer weather. Adding tap water into a pond directly from a hose, should only be done as a last resort and in small quantities at a time.
· Keep topped up with water from March onwards.

Keep clear of ice 

· When ponds ice over, there is a reduction in the oxygen content of the pond. To prevent the surface from freezing completely, a tennis ball can be floated on the water surface. Do not be tempted to pour boiling water into the pond to melt the ice or smash the ice, as this can have a negative impact on the balance of the pond in winter.

Do not disturb pond vegetation 

· Spring is an active time of year for creatures in the pond, breeding and laying eggs. Therefore, the pond should not be disturbed so that disturbance to pond wildlife is kept to a minimum. Vegetation should not be removed.

Keep dipping platform area free from weeds

· Weeds may grow in between the timber planks on the dipping platform and pond plants may grow up in front of the platform. To ensure that the platform can be used safely, weeds should be removed once a term, or as and when necessary. 

Keep access paths clear of vegetation 
· Overhanging trees and adjacent bushes should be pruned back to provide easy and safe access. Ground weeds encroaching onto the access path should be removed. 

Remove unwanted plants (weeds)

· Remove weeds as and when necessary; they can easily swamp an area and choke out other plants that may be beneficial to wildlife. 
2.2 OTHER WILDLIFE 

Remove weeds from habitat piles
· Keep the log piles free of weeds so that they can be used as a resource to learn about minibeasts. Keep the immediate areas surrounding the habitat piles free of weeds and nettles to ensure good access.

Do not disturb nest boxes

· Nest boxes should be left undisturbed this term, so not to harm possible nesting birds and their young.

Provide food and water for birds
· Food can be provided for birds by hanging feeders with unsalted nuts or wild birdseed around the school grounds. If food is provided, it should be a constant supply throughout the winter otherwise the birds lose vital energy visiting an empty ‘service station’. 

· Water can be provided in a shallow container(s) located near to the food supply. Water should be kept topped. 
Litter

· Check for and pick up litter as is necessary. It’s important to check for litter all year round so that the wildlife areas are kept tidy and to minimise harm to wildlife. (See glossary for details)

YEARLY TASKS

3.0 Summer Term 

	Habitat Area


	Action
	Who will do it?

	Ponds and  Wildlife

	Check pond water levels, top up if required, (until October)


	

	
	Do not disturb pond vegetation


	

	
	Check pond for algal bloom


	

	
	Keep dipping platform area free from weeds


	

	
	Keep access paths free from vegetation


	

	
	Monitor tree cover to see if excess light is blocked out.
	

	
	Do not disturb trees, unless a health & safety issue.
	

	
	Remove weeds from log piles


	

	
	Do not disturb nesting boxes


	

	
	Check for and pick up litter as necessary


	


EXPLANATORY NOTES

3.0 Summer Term

3.1 POND

Check ponds water levels, top up if required

· The water levels in a pond will fluctuate due to seasonal weather changes. However, if the water level drops to below an acceptable level, such as after a prolonged period of dry weather (as with the summer of 2006!), then additional water may need to be added so that the pond does not dry out completely. 

· The water level should be topped up with natural rainwater, rather than tap water, to avoid adding chlorinated water into the pond.. Rainwater can also be collected in a water butt and transferred to the pond by hand, when needed.

· If tap water is added into the pond, ideally it should be left for 24 hours, which can be done by leaving the water overnight in a container(s). Tap water is chlorinated and adding chemicals into a pond will alter the balance of the pond water and may cause an algal bloom, especially in warmer weather. Adding tap water into a pond directly from a hose, should only be done as a last resort and in small quantities at a time.
Leave pond vegetation alone

· Summer is an active time of year for creatures in the pond and there are likely to be lots of young animals in the pond. Therefore, the pond should not be disturbed so that disturbance to pond wildlife is kept to a minimum. Vegetation should not be removed.

Check pond for algal bloom

· Summer is the most common time of year for algal blooms to appear in the pond. Algal blooms form in hot weather, when there are excess nutrients in the pond from decaying vegetation. If algae appears in the pond, remove it by hand and leave on side of pond for 24 hours before composting. If algal blooms become a problem, barley straw can be added to the pond to control the problem; this can be purchased from garden centres.

Keep dipping platform area free from weeds

· Weeds may grow in between the timber planks on the dipping platform and pond plants may grow up in front of the platform. To ensure that the platform can be used safely, weeds should be removed once a term, or as and when necessary. 

Keep access paths clear of vegetation 
· Overhanging trees and adjacent bushes should be pruned back to provide easy and safe access. Ground weeds encroaching onto the access path should be removed. 

Monitor tree cover & shade 
· The mature trees can block out light from the pond. This should be monitored yearly, particularly in the summer months when leaves are on the trees to determine if there is sufficient light for the pond. If the light levels decrease to an extent that the balance of the wildlife area is being altered, then branches should be pruned as necessary in the autumn and spring terms.
Do not disturb trees 

· To minimise disturbance to wildlife and avoid damaging the tree, work should not be undertaken on trees this term, unless there is a health and safety issue. 

Leave ivy, nettles and brambles, unless encroaching
· Cutting back ivy, nettles and brambles should be done between October to February so that disturbance to wildlife is kept to a minimum. However, if plants are becoming rampant and encroaching on the pond or access paths during the summer, they can be carefully cut back as necessary.

Remove unwanted plants (weeds)

· Remove weeds as and when necessary; they can easily swamp an area and choke out other plants that may be beneficial to wildlife. 

3.2 OTHER WILDLIFE 

Remove weeds from habitat piles
· Keep the log piles free of weeds so that they can be used as a resource to learn about minibeasts. Keep the immediate areas surrounding the habitat piles free of weeds and nettles to ensure good access.

Do not disturb nest boxes

· Nest boxes should be left undisturbed this term, so not to harm possible nesting birds and their young.

Do not provide food 

· Over the summer months, there is natural food for birds such as insects and berries, so there is no need to supplement their diet. 

Litter

· Check for and pick up litter as is necessary. It’s important to check for litter all year round so that the wildlife areas are kept tidy and to minimise harm to wildlife. (See glossary for details)
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